[Relation between pain and health-related quality of life in cancer patients].
This study aimed to investigate the relation between pain and health-related quality of lif e(HRQOL)in cancer patients. An internet-based HRQOL survey of 618 patients with different malignancies using the EORTC QLQ-C30 and BPI-SF was performed. Three study groups were formed based on the pain in the previous month: group A comprised patients without pain; group B comprised patients with mild pain; and group C comprised patients with moderate to severe pain. Compared with both groups A and B, group C had significantly low global HRQOL and functioning, which resulted in fatigue, dyspnea, disturbed sleep, and financial difficulties. In addition, the patients in group C were significantly dissatisfied with their cancer medical service compared with the patients in both groups A and B. Pain is an important health issue that not only negatively affects the HRQOL but also results in fatigue, dyspnea, disturbed sleep, and financial difficulties in cancer patients. These symptoms may be important key words for HRQOL analysis in clinician-patient interviews.